“How to Read the Bible”

Week 3

Paragraphs

· Learning to See – Learn to see details.  This isn't a process that comes naturally, it must be learned.  When reading paragraphs of the Bible, look for details that the casual reader may overlook.  

· Things to look for in paragraphs:

· General and Specific – Often the author will open with general statement of what he's about to say and then follow with the specifics.  These supporting ideas or details give us insight to support the main idea of the text.

· Example: Galatians 5:16 (general) and Galatians 5:19-21 (specific)

· Questions and Answers – The writer will often raise a question and then give the answer to it.  This may answer questions that we as readers would raise or may be a teaching tool to get us to think about the question that is being asked.  Learn from these questions!

· Example: Romans 6:1-2

· Dialogue – Discussion between two parties can enlighten the reader to important truths. Make sure to take note of who is saying what as it determines the context.  Sometimes dialogue may not be as obvious (especially when reading the prophets).

· Example: Habakkuk 1:1-11

· Purpose statements – Identifies the heart of the passage.  These are often reasons or results of some action.  Look for words like “that,” “in order that,” or “so that.”

· Example: Psalm 119:11

· Means (by which something is accomplished) – How an action is brought into reality. After identifying the purpose statement, look for what brings these into being.  How is the purpose accomplished?

· Example: Romans 8:13

· Conditional clauses – Look for things in which a condition brings about a result or action. The word “if” is present many times in these clauses.  This teaches us what will happen if we do what the verse is referring to.  

· Example: 1 John 1:6

· The Actions/Role of People and the Actions/Role of God – Identify  the things that God does in a passage and the things that people do in the passage.  Sometimes there is a connection.  What can we learn from the connection in the passage?

· Example:  Ephesians 5:1-2

· Emotional terms – The Bible is a book about relationships.  Emotions play a big part in relationships.  Listen for the emotional condition in the passage you are reading.  We often read the Bible in a monotone but these were real people with real emotions writing on behalf of a loving God.  Pay attention for clues to the emotional aspect of the passage.

· Example: Galatians 4:12-16

· Tone – Goes hand in hand with the emotional terms.  After determining the emotional terms, look for the overall tone of the passage.  Is it angry, encouraging, mourning, etc.  This will help us connect with the author's original intent of the passage.

· Example: Colossians 3:1-4
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